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T
he presence of a bedside 
butler bell has a tendency to 
send power to one’s head. 
Ring, ring … matches please! 
Ring, ring … coffee, no milk! 

Requests done and dusted, the ambi-
tion of the Goodwood estate’s newest 
addition was plain to see. This 10-bed-
room ultra-luxurious country house in 
the heart of the Sussex Downs is avail-
able to rent out in its entirety, private 
chef included, all food and drink, 
luxury toiletries, valet parking and, 
naturally, butler service.

Of course, the hunting dogs that once 
called hound Lodge home didn’t enjoy 
such luxuries. But their treatment 
wasn’t far off. Indeed, hound Lodge 
and the neighbouring Kennels — now 
a clubhouse and restaurant that’s open 
to members and overnight guests — 
were fitted with central heating a  
century before Goodwood house itself. 
So while the owner of the estate, the 
Duke of Richmond, had to make do, 
the dogs were kept in comfort. 

Little wonder then that hound Lodge 
became known as “the most luxurious 
dog house in the world” during its hey-
day. Now transformed into a grand 

rental property for two-legged guests 
and their pets, it remains a rather smart 
prospect. 

Though built during the 20th century, 
hound Lodge’s rooms hark back to a 
period 200 years earlier when Good-
wood estate’s Charlton hunt hosted 
royals and aristocrats. After tea in the 
communal lounge, your butler will 
whisk you to one of 10 rooms, 
named after the dogs of the 
Glorious Twenty-Three 
— a legendary 57-mile 
hunting chase that 
took place in 1738 and 
lasted for 10 hours.

W h a t e ve r  yo u r 
views on hunting, my 
room, Dido, was suit-
ably fitted out to pay 
tribute to the leader of 
the pack. Antique desks, 
ornate rugs and elegant 
vases filled an expansive 
space, done up in classic country-
house style by Cindy Leveson — an 
interior designer and long-term friend 
of the estate’s current owner, Lord 
March. Modern amenities such as Blue-
tooth speakers and an iPad appeared 
alongside Gordon Castle toiletries, 
delicious shortbread and Glenfiddich 
whisky. Shelves were stocked with 
books on Lucian Freud and Winston 
Churchill, while in the bathroom were 
a monsoon shower and claw-foot tub. 

To cap it all off, mattresses stuffed 

with wool from the Goodwood estate 
— which, among other things, is home 
to the largest lowland organic farm in 
europe — ensured a good night’s 
sleep. 

Cars are at the heart of the estate, with 
motor-racing fans gathering for the 
Goodwood Festival of Speed in June and 
vintage vehicle lovers converging for 

the Goodwood Revival in 
September. There’s also 

the Qatar Goodwood 
Festival for horse rac-

ing in July, several 
g o l f  c o u r s e s ,  
an aerodrome, 
12,000 acres of 
land, a spa, a hotel 
and a woodland 
sculpture garden. 

All this ensures that 
guests are never short 

of something to do. 
I spent an afternoon 

walking in The Valdoe, a wood-
land that runs from the lodge to Lavant, 
with Nik Wastacott, a local chef and 
restaurateur who has teamed up with 
hound Lodge to offer guided foraging 
tours and cookery demonstrations. 
Despite Nik candidly announcing that 
it was “totally  the wrong time of year 
for any kind of foraging”, an enjoyable 
walk ensued, followed by a cookery 
class and a ride back to the lodge in a 
chauffeur-driven Land Rover. 

The next morning I opted for an in-

room elemis facial. All activities are 
offered as added extras but make for a 
fun way of occupying a large group. 

Beyond the estate there’s walking in 
the glorious South Downs National 
Park — most notably the 100-mile South 
Downs Way, from Winchester to east-
bourne. If you’re more of a coastal 
stroller then West Wittering beach, 
near Chichester harbour, is one of the 
most scenic stretches of sand in the UK. 
For urban delights, the cathedral city 
of Chichester is 10 minutes away, while 
Arundel has its handsome castle.

Back at hound Lodge you won’t go 
hungry, as all food and drink is 
included. I arrived to afternoon tea and 
cake in the lounge and was treated to 
a four-course banquet in the main din-
ing room come evening, followed by 
breakfast the next day. Produce from 
the Goodwood estate features highly, 
alongside local Nyetimber champagne 
and wines from the nearby Tinwood 
estate vineyard. 

If you do want to dine out The Ken-
nels is just opposite, but for that quin-
tessential Sussex experience head to 
The Fox Goes Free in the village of 
Charlton, where log fires, wood-pan-
eling and countryside views await.     

Hound Lodge, Goodwood Estate, 
West Sussex, PO18 OPP (01243 755076;  
goodwood.com). Nightly rental of the 
10-bedroom Lodge starts at £10,000, 
food and drink included. Sleeps 20. 
Dogs welcome.
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There’s no need 
to avoid travelling 
via Brussels

says
Simon

sImOn caLdER

Leader of the pack

In Bruges: the medieval heart of the city

My wife and i have booked to go to 
Bruges on the eurostar via Brussels 
for three nights this month. What 
would your advice be, considering 
the present situation? an 
alternative plan we have considered 
is leaving the train at Lille and 
travelling to amiens.
Barry Piggott, enfield

FOLLOWING the suicide bombings 
at Brussels airport and on the city’s 
Metro system on March 22, in which 
32 people were murdered, the 
Foreign Office warns: “There is a 
high threat from terrorism. Attacks 
could be indiscriminate, including 
on public transport and transport 
hubs and in other places visited by 
foreigners.”

Although I understand the 
concerns of anyone booked to travel 
to Belgium, I urge you to continue 
with your original plans. I believe the 
risks of harm to British tourists are 
extremely low, while the rewards of 
a trip to nearby Bruges are high. This 
miraculously preserved medieval 
city, about an hour from Brussels by 
rail, is at its sparkling best in April 
and May, while the food and drink is 
as delicious as ever.

In terms of the practicalities of 
your journey, the bombings have, of 
course, led to vastly increased 
security measures and random 
searches, particularly at transport 
terminals. Brussels Midi station, 
where you change trains for Bruges, 
is the biggest rail hub in Belgium  
and therefore has a heavy police 
presence. You won’t need to hang 
around here: trains run every  
15 minutes to Bruges, taking an hour 
or less. 

however, if you prefer to avoid the 
capital entirely then you can take a 
train from Lille to Bruges. From the 
eurostar station, follow the signs for 
the 10-minute walk to Lille Flandres 
station.

You will probably need to change 
trains in the Belgian city of Kortrijk 
en route to Bruges. The journey 
takes about 90 minutes, so there is 
little time difference overall 
compared with the trip via Brussels. 
The extra ticket would be at your 
own expense. 

Finally, while Amiens, as the home 
of the novelist Jules Verne, has a 
special place in the hearts of many 
travellers, given the choice I would 
certainly opt for Bruges. 

Email your queries to s@hols.tv■

Old dog, new tricks: Hound Lodge has bedrooms, left, which combine antiques with modern tech. Centre, canine guests are still welcome; right, blue shades in the bathrooms

gone to ground: 
Hound Lodge  

sits on the 
Goodwood Estate
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